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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is January 
22nd, 2002. The time is 1225 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the 
Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire 
Department. I'm conducting an interview 
with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER DUNNE: Craig Dunne. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Craig Dunne is a 
Firefighter six grade, assigned to Engine 1 
of the New York City Fire Department. We're 
at the quarters of Engine 1. This interview 
is regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. 

Q. In your own words, Craig, please tell 
us what happened that day. 

A. We got the ticket about 9 a.m. We were 
over at the Garden on an EMS run. We heard the 
box come in. We heard the first couple units 
down there on the scene. They were screaming 
that a plane went into a building and had 
numerous fire showing on numerous floors, 
numerous exposures. 


We took up from that run and came back 
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to the firehouse. We got the ticket around 9:00. 
We knew pretty much that we were going to be 
heading down there. So we got our stuff down. 

We were pretty much on the rig. We just pulled 
up to the quarters when we got the ticket. 

We headed down and we took the West 
Side Highway. I had the door position that day, 
so my back was facing the chauffeur. So I really 
didn't get to see much on the way going down to 
the towers. 

We got there and parked the rig in 
front of the customs building just by the first 
pedestrian walk just north of tower one. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. On West Street, yeah. We were on the 
eastbound lane of West Street, eastbound side. 
There were a couple of parked cars. Lieutenant 
Desperito was with us. He told us grab an extra 
rollup, extra bottles and take our regular rollup 
and an extra rollup. He just said stay together. 

We proceeded to go into the lobby of 
tower one. We got in there. The glass was down 
in the front. There was a gentleman -- you saw 


people that were jumping from the building. You 
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had to look up and make sure you didn't get hit 
by any jumpers or anything. We saw a couple of 
people that were burnt on the outside of the 
building. There was a gentleman that was burnt 
inside when we went in. 

We went over and got into the lobby and 
went over to where the fire command center was, 
the board. The fire command board was on the 
wall. There were a couple of gentlemen behind 
there. There were a few chiefs in there. I 
don't remember who exactly was in there. 

When we got to the command post, 
whoever was the incident command that day, they 
teamed us up with 15 Engine and they told us to 
head towards the 70th floor. 

Engine 1 and 15, we started proceeding 
up the B stairwell, passing other people coming 
down; no firemen, just a lot of people. There 
was no smoke condition or anything like that 
going up. 

We stopped at 12. Actually there was 
emergency service that was with us also. I'm not 
sure what truck it was. There were actually two 


emergency services trucks, four guys, and some 
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Port Authority police also. 

We stopped at 12 and took a little 
break, let some of the people come down. That 
was maybe a minute or two. Then we proceeded to 
22, where the Port Authority command post was, I 
believe was. That's where we were heading. I 
think we had -- the gentleman that was in charge 
of the Port Authority police was with us. 

So we stopped at 22. Lieutenant 
Desperito and I believe one other member of 
Engine 1 tried to make their way down the hallway 
on the 22nd floor off the B stairwell to the 
command post. We were there three or four 
minutes. The elevator shafts were blown out, so 
they had to make their way around -- the fire 
came down the elevator shafts. 

We were waiting, taking a breather. 
People were still coming down. All of a sudden 
we lost power in the building, and it felt like 
somebody was shaking the building. We didn't 
know what was going on, whether our building was 
coming down or something was shifting. 

We all piled into the stairwell again. 


We were waiting for the boss to come to see what 
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we were going to do. We weren't sure if we were 
going up or going down. Other guys weren't sure 
what was going on. 

We really didn't hear much on our 
radios. One of the Port Authority police, I 
believe they said they heard a possible collapse, 
possible terrorist activity. 

We proceeded to make our way down the 
same B stairwell that we came up on. It had to 
have taken us about 15 minutes to get downstairs. 
There were no civilians until between the seventh 
and fifth floors. We didn't say the building was 
going to come down, because we didn't know. We 
were trying to push them out. 

Q. Do you know who gave you the order to 


go out of the building? 


A. Lieutenant Desperito. 
Q. So you got the word from the command 
center? 


A. I believe it was the Port Authority cop 
heard of a possible collapse. We got to like the 
third or fourth floor, and you could see a lot of 
like white powdery dust was coming into the 


stairwell. When we hit the lobby, there were 
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guys covered from head to toe in the white 
powder. I had no clue what was going on. 

I got outside. We actually went out of 
the same door that we went in through the front 
lobby. I came out, and I was helping a gentleman 
out to the street. There was a couple of 
emergency services officers, and they grabbed us. 
They're like, "Get out of the way! Get out of 
the way!" We were like "What's going on?" He 
pointed to the left. Then the whole building was 
gone. 

I didn't know the building came down 
until we got outside. I didn't even notice that 
building got hit. That must have gotten hit by 
the second aircraft on our way down responding to 
the box. None of us had any knowledge of that. 

We made our way -- I think I was on the 
corner -- I headed north on West Street to the 
corner of Vesey and West, and we had everybody 
with us. I was actually going down the stairs 
with one of the other guys that was with us, Paul 
Bessler, that day. We wound up coming down 
together. The other guys were behind us a little 


bit: Kurt Long, Mike Yarembinsky and Lieutenant 
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Desperito. Kurt was actually behind me. 

Lieutenant Desperito was with Mike 
Yarembinsky, and Mike was kind of waiting. He 
said, "Go ahead." He told us to meet outside, 
make sure everybody was together to meet outside 
and wait on the corner of Vesey and West. 

I believe we were there maybe two 
minutes, two and a half minutes. We heard the 
rumble, looked up, and the antenna started 
leaning and the whole building started pancaking 
towards us, coming down. 

I had my mask on my back. A lot of 
guys didn't have it. I ran like 10 or 15 feet. 

I stopped and I put my face piece on, so I didn't 
breathe all that stuff in. I was just running up 
West Street. It was a dark cloud getting darker 
and darker and darker. I wound up coming out 
somewhere down by Murray or Park Place or 


something like that. Then I went back. 


That's it. 
Q. Do you know what happened to Lieutenant 
Desperito? 
A. He was outside the building, 


supposedly. I don't know the whole story. He 
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was outside the building, and I believe he got 
hit in the head with a piece of I beam, possibly. 
He got hit. He was outside the building. 

Q. He made it out? 

A. He made it out. He made it out of the 
building. He was almost there. Two of the 
firemen, I think one -- he's a lieutenant now. 

He said him and another fireman -- because he had 
his helmet on. They saw the Engine 1 headpiece. 
His helmet shield was still next to him or next 
to his helmet. He recognized that on the radio 
it said Engine 1. So they got him right away, 
they said. 

I wound up going to the hospital that 
day. I had a pulled a groin muscle and my lower 
back and stuff like that. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. Like I said, we didn't even know the 
second building got hit. We really didn't see -- 
there was tons of people in the lobby. But 
really everything was going so fast, you really 
couldn't pinpoint. Even if I had noticed like 
people said they saw me in the lobby and it's 


like I remember talking to you, it's like it's -- 
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Q. Like a (inaudible)? 

A. Exactly, yeah. Everything is just kind 
of like fog. 

Q. Okay. All right. Thanks a lot, Craig. 
We appreciate you assisting us. Hopefully we get 
something out of this. 

A. Yeah, absolutely. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The time is 12:45, 


and that's the end of this interview. 


